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Holidays Observed
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May 28th
Memorial Day
July 4th
Independence Day
September 3rd
Labor Day
October 8th
Columbus Day
November 12th
Veterans Day
November 22nd
Thanksgiving Day
December 25th
Christmas Day
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Need A Laugh?

Why shouldn’t you tell an
Easter Egg a joke?
Because they might crack
up!

Why did the Easter Egg
hide?
He was a little chicken!
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5. Happy Easter

Money Smart

d April 24,2007
is Teach Chil-

=l dren to Save
Day! Since its beginning,
Teach Children to Save
Day has served as a excel-
lent opportunity to spread
the message of the impor-
tance of saving. Almost
two million children from
all over the country have
received information
about saving money be-
cause of this day.

One of the most important
life skills children need to
learn is how to manage
money. The habits and
know-how they develop
while growing up can lead
to a life of financial secu-
rity or financial worry.
Here are a few tips to help
raise a money smart kid.

¢ You play an impor-
tant role: You don’t
have to tell them ex-
actly how much you
make, how much you
owe, or how much
you have in the bank,
but they should be
taught the basics
about checking ac-
counts, loans, interest,

savings and invest-
ments, as well as how
to keep a budget and
shop wisely.

e Setagood example:
Your kids learn most
from watching you.
Keep in mind what
money value system
you are passing along
to your children, and
model behavior you
want your kids to
exhibit.

e Provide learning
opportunities: Start
involving your chil-
dren, in real-life les-
sons about money.
Use everyday situa-
tions to teach money
situations. For exam-
ple have them help
you plan the family
vacation: should you
camp or stay in mo-
tels?

Quote

It’s not the situation...
It’s your reaction to the
situation.
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Drive Up

) %[ Tired of wait-

ing in line at
~  the drive up?
Help eliminate wait-
ing time and make every-
one’s drive up experience
quick and easy by follow-
ing these simple tips!

*If you have several
transactions please use
the lobby. Our lobby is
open the same hours as
our drive up for your con-
venience!

*[tems such as money
orders, cashier checks,
license stickers, business
deposits, and opening and
closing accounts should
also be done in the lobby.

*Have your deposit slips
filled out and your loan
payment books ready

*Know your account
numbers

*Restrict cell phone use
in the drive up

If everyone does their
part the drive up will con-
tinue to be a speedy and
convenient way for eve-
ryone to do their banking!




This Month In History

e US launched first weather satel-
lite, 1960

e Gold discovered in Yukon,
1897

e US declared war on Germany,
1917

e Purple Heart medal estab-
lished , 1782

e Lee surrendered to Grant at Ap-
pomattox, 1865

e Truman became president, 1945

e  Walter Cronkite became anchor
of CBS Evening News, 1962

e Bay of Pigs invasion began,
1961

e Shirley Temple began her act-
ing career, 1934

e NFL player Pat Tillman killed
in Afghanistan, 2004

e China launched its first satel-
lite, 1970

e St. Lawrence Seaway opened,
1959

e Maryland became the 7th State,
1788

e US liberated Dachau concen-
tration camp, 1945

Coin News

The Montana Quarter, the first in
the 2007 series, has finally arrived!
We also still have the most current
of the New Presidential Gold Dol-
lars, George Washington, on hand.
Stop by and pick up either of these
coins for your collection.

Reviewing Your Credit

You may not re-
alize it but your
credit report and
credit scores af-
fect many aspects of your life.
Both can influence a lender’s
decision to grant credit and they
can affect your ability to rent an
apartment, get a job, buy a car,
or even purchase insurance!

Experts recommend everyone
get and check the accuracy of
their credit report once a year.
However, a recent study showed
that many people do not know
what is on their credit report,
what factors affect their score, or
how to dispute errors on the re-
port!

Of course the first step to check-
ing your credit is to obtain a
copy. Because of the Fair and
Accurate Credit Transactions
Act (FACT Act) we are all able
to receive one free credit report a
year from the major credit agen-
cies (Experian, Equifax, and
Trans Union). Free reports must
be obtained from the Annual
Credit Report Service, which
was established to handle these
request. There are three ways to
make a request. First, Online,
www.annualcreditreport.com ( If
you chose to order a report
online be sure to type the link
correctly. Fake sites with similar
web address have been created,
they may be offering a free
credit report but scam you into
sharing your personal informa-
tion!) Secondly, you can receive
one by Calling toll free. (877)
322-8228. And, Third, you can
use a printed out form from the
website or send a written request
to: Annual Credit Report Re-

quest Service, P.O. Box
105281, Atlanta, GA 30348-
5281

After you receive your report
and start to review it, look for
ways to improve your credit
score. Here are some helpful
tips:

e Pay bills on time. About 35
percent of your credit score
is based on if you have been
late or missed payments. If
you have missed payments,
get current and stay current.

e Use credit responsibly. High
debt levels can hurt your
credit score. Almost 30 per-
cent of your score is deter-
mined by how much you
owe.

o Keep balances low on credit
card accounts. Only open
new accounts when you need
them.

e Know where you stand.
Check your credit report and
score before you applying
for a job, renting an apart-
ment, buying a home or car,
or purchasing insurance.

e Carefully review your re-
ports for accuracy. Mistakes
and omissions can occur and
my affect your credit score.
Repot errors promptly to the
credit reporting agencies!
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Spring is Here!
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